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Nobel Prize winning economist Paul Krugman, renowned researcher Maurice Obstfeld, and new

co-author Marc MelitzÂ of Harvard University, continue toÂ set the standard for International

Economics courses with the text that remains the market leader in the U.S. and around the world. 

International Economics: Theory and Policy is a proven approach in which each half of the book

leads with an intuitive introduction to theory and follows with self-contained chapters to cover key

policy applications.  Â    Note: This is the standalone book if you want the book and Access Card for

MyEconLab order the ISBN below: Â   013274483X / 9780132744836 International Economics:

Theory and Policy, plus MyEconLab with Pearson Etext Student Access Code Card Package 

Package consists of:Â Â Â   0132146657 / 9780132146654 International  0132734524 /

9780132734523 MyEconLab with Pearson eText -- Access Card -- for International Economics  Â 

Â    Â 
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First off, even if you totally discount the rest of my review, buy the low price international version of

this book. On the March 10, 2005 episode of the daily show Krugman elucidated his feelings quite

clearly. "The real money is in textbooks. With other books, people need to decide whether to buy

them or not. Students have to buy textbooks." Thanks Paul. I think I'm being charitable when I say

that at $125 this book is a ripoff. It isn't even full color.Anyway, on to the actual content of the book. I



have to say that I was excited when I found out that my International economics course at Stanford

was going to be using Paul Krugman's book. I've enjoyed his articles for the New York Times

because they manage to cut right to the core of issues with an unusual amount of punch. Yet, time

and time again I was disappointed with the frequently inpenatrable language and obtuse, unrealistic

examples in this book. Unfortunately, the only part of Krugman's characteristic writing style that

came through was a feeling of overwrought vitriol, which makes sense in an op-ed but has little

place in a textbook. Furthermore, this book occupies a strange niche in the world of econ texts, it is

not mathematically rigorous, nor is it well written. Usually we see one or the other but rarely both.

Initially, I thought these observations were mine alone, but other students began openly voicing

pointed criticisms of the book during class (and I am perhaps being too kind here in not repeating

them). I've been in school nearly as long as I can remember and I have never seen such discontent

with a text.During the second half of the course even my econ prof became fed up and abandoned

the book altogether. Given that, I find all of the positive reviews for this book rather astounding.
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